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Marijuana has long term
effects on developing
brains. One large-scale
prospective study found
that participants who
used cannabis heavily in
their teens and contin-
ued through adulthood
showed a significant (8
point) drop in 1Q be-
tween the ages of 13 and
38. (For context, a loss of
8 1Q points could drop a
person of average intelli-
gence into the lowest
third of the intelligence
range). *
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DRUGGED DRIVING

All 50 states now have drugged driving
laws. In Hawaii, anyone found to drive un-
der the influence of any drug may be
charged with driving under the influence of
an intoxicant. °
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COMBATTING
MYTHS
Historically, decreases in
perceived risk parallel
increases in marijuana
use, vice versa. The per-
centage of youth aged 12
to 17 perceiving great risk
in smoking marijuana
once a month decreased
from 34.5% in 2007 to
30.1% in 2010. Not sur-
prisingly, the prevalence
of past month marijuana
use among youth in-
creased between 2008
(6.7%) and 2010 (7.4%). *
Legalizing recreational or
medical use of marijuana
may decrease the percep-
tion of risks associated
with marijuana use
among youth. *

“Marijuana is perceived
to be a relatively benign
drug- that is not addic-
tive (which it is) or that is
does not pose a threat to
the user’s health or brain
(which it does)”

- Director of the NIDA 3
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